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                                             17 May 2010
Rt Hon Michael Gove MP
Secretary of State
Department for Education

Sanctuary Buildings

Great Smith Street

London

SW1P 3BT

Dear Michael,
Re: Academy and Building Schools for the Future funding

I am deeply concerned about the future funding of Fir Vale School in my constituency (completing the programme already agreed) and the re-build of Parkwood Academy, which is in desperate need of the enormous investment agreed as part of the Academy status.

I would be most grateful to you if you could confirm as quickly as possible that these two schemes, which are already agreed, will be allowed to go ahead.

I am aware of the new coalition Government’s decision to drastically reduce public expenditure in the current and future financial years; but I am also aware, as you will be, of the learning environment at schools which have faced the most enormous social, cultural and economic challenges, vital both to the learning opportunities for the children and to the activity of the local economy.

Small as well as large companies are affected by any halt to the agreed programme and, in the case of Parkwood, the status as an Academy would clearly be completely jeopardised.

I look to hearing from you as soon as you are able to give a considered response.

Yours sincerely
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