Rt Hon David Blunkett

MP for Sheffield Brightside and Hillsborough
House of Commons Office – 020 7219 4043
DB/RN




                                 9 August 2010
Rt Hon Theresa May MP
Secretary of State

Home Office

Dear Theresa,
I am writing regarding the implementation of the Crime and Security Act 2010, passed by the Labour Government before it left office.
As you will be aware, this Act included provision for the licensing of private car clamping companies, the introduction of a code of conduct for the industry and the setting up of a fair and independent appeals process. I am writing to ask when the necessary regulations to put these measures into effect will be brought forward.

My constituents have recently suffered unacceptable treatment at the hands of a clamping company, ParkingUK, at a shopping centre in my constituency. Over the course of the four days that they were operating at the centre (before the local outrage forced the centre to dismiss the company from its job of monitoring the car park), the company demanded £185 in cash as release fees from resident after resident. They also levied £285 tow-truck fees if the ‘offender’ had not paid the cash within an hour, as well as storage fees of £65 per day. Appeals to the firm cost £35.
The local newspaper carried stories from local people who had been marched to cash machines while their children watched; a woman who was forced to catch a bus across my constituency to her home and back again so that she could pay her ‘fine’; and complaints from local businesses that customers were vowing not to return to their shops because of the harsh parking enforcement measures.
I am aware that the coalition agreement stated that the Government would be looking afresh at how to tackle rogue and excessive private clamping firms. I look forward to the results of this review with interest and would like to ask when it will begin, what its terms of reference are and when we can expect it to report.

In the meantime, I would be grateful for an indication as to how the Government will be proceeding with the implementation of the Crime and Security Act, so that my constituents can be protected from these highly excessive penalties. A company taking £2,200 from local people in just two and a half days cannot be right.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely
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